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Kimberly D. Bose,        Tuesday 17 th  August 2010  

Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First St. N.E. 
Washington D.C.20426  
Draft EIS (June 22 10) Docket P606-027 Kilarc/South Cow Creek 
 
Dear Secretary Bose, 
 
On behalf of the Save Kilarc Committee, myself, the residents of Whitmore CA & of Shasta County I must 
address several inaccuracies & fatuous assumptions in The Draft EIS document! 
In the conclusions it is stated that: 

 1). We can fish elsewhere! 
  2). We can recreate & see scenic vistas elsewhere! 
 3) This does not adversely affect the disabled!  
 4) Water for fire suppression may be obtained elsewhere. 
 5) The decommissioning will not adversely affect the residents/businesses of Whitmore & 

environs! 
  

 1). We can fish elsewhere! 
 
{Marie- !ƴǘƻƛƴŜǘǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ Ŝŀǘ ŎŀƪŜΗύ 
 
Shasta County, indeed Northern California is full of lakes! This does not mean they are easily accessible. 
Much of the fishing river banks are on private property! Access is governed by several factors such as 
proximity, ease of access & finances. Some have an entrance fee of $10.00 or more. Kilarc Reservoir is 
easily accessed both by distance and accessibility for all particularly the disabled & is free. It is also 
accessible most of the year whilst others are not! 
 
Many people cannot drive further for economic reasons as the alternatives are difficult to access due to 
the distance from our homes and are often on poor roads. Altitude also affects access. Even county 
roads are affected by weather conditions and many unadopted roads are often muddy and impassable 
except by large four wheel drive vehicles. Many lakes require a boat for fishing. This is another economic 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻǊ ōƻŀǘǎΗ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŜǘƻǳǊǎ (as much as 40 

http://www.savekilarc.org/


miles) may be necessary which is inconvenient and often financially prohibited. Sometimes fishing 
conditions are unsatisfactory making it pretty unsatisfactory & disappointing after a long, hard drive. 
 
Many folks contact the Whitmore Store for weather, fishing conditions before setting out. Such 
information is not available elsewhere.  
 

                
Clean & algae free! Easy Accessed most days of the year and wheelchair accessible even in poor 
weather! Also well used and loved for over 106 years. (See Appendix A). 
 
Nora Lake: 
See distance, access constraints & conditions below (section 3).NOT Wheelchair accessible. 
 
Grace Lake:  
άDittoέ 
 
 Lake McCumber:  
Is 8 miles from Shingletown & fishing is only possible by boat! NO pedestrian (for fishing) or wheelchair 
access! 
 
Manzanita Lake: 
 (Lassen Park) only open 3-4 months of the year!  There is a $10.00 admission to the park. 
 
Shasta Lake 35+ miles takes about 1 ¼ hours  
 
 

2). We can recreate & see scenic vistas elsewhere! 
 
This assumption borders on arrogance and at best is inaccurate! 
 
Latour State Forest has limited access & needs 4 wheel drive on a long road several miles long and up to 
altitudes of 6500 ft. It is really accessible & open to traffic from about June to first snow! (Sept-
December) (There is often snow on Road mid to late June in places!) Some areas are closed off by gates 
due to logging activities. Is about 12 miles at summit from Whitmore. 
MAP  http://www.stateparks.com/gmaps/curlocation.asp?lat=40.63944&lon=-121.72278&z=12 
 

http://www.stateparks.com/gmaps/curlocation.asp?lat=40.63944&lon=-121.72278&z=12


Mt. Lassen Park is approximately 30 miles from Whitmore across winding roads (as are the lakes) & has 
an entrance fee of $10.00. The roads are not free of snow for very long; occasionally as late as July, & 
due to the altitude may experience fog, rain & snow in the early fall. 
 
Whiskeytown Lake (Beaches/vistas) is more than 45 miles from Whitmore. 
 
Lake Shasta is at least 35 miles from Whitmore. 
 
Mt. Shasta is approximately 75 miles from Whitmore and in winter or bad weather hard to access even 
on the freeway unless one has a 4 wheel drive vehicle. 
 
ALL OF THESE may be inconvenient, have limited access and are inaccessible due to financial 
considerations. Many residents are on fixed or low incomes from retirement or disability and have 
very tight budgets.  
 

3) This does not adversely affect the disabled!  
 

                                       
 

Nora Lake 
  
Is 4-5 miles from Shingletown (E). (Therefore approx. 20 miles from Whitmore). The county winding 
(sometimes single track and obstructed by uncooperative grazing animals) road is at 3000-3500 feet  
and the road there is not always passable.  The last 3 miles off the highway is a very bumpy dirt road for 
which a four wheel drive vehicle is required. It is easy to get lost!  It has limited use constrained by wet, 
snowy weather/altitude. 
There is NO wheelchair access. 

 
The lake is plagued by lots of algae & there are large hewn trees (stumps) dotted along the shore which 
is very marshy.  To get water deeper enough for fish one needs a boat to fish. It could be dangerous as 
water is very cold and people have drowned.  

 
Grace Lake  
 

Is the same distance & has the same road conditions from Whitmore! The road was in very bad 
condition today (8/16/2010). See picture of stairs from parking area 



 

                   
 
 STAIRS FROM PARKING AREA                                                                 
   

                      
 
A local man sent this report today: 
 
----- Original Message ----- From: Mike Rubin To: maggiestewart@frontiernet.net  
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2010 4:38 PM Subject: re-Grace Lake 

 
άI hadn't been there for a couple of months.  The road is worse than usual.  Lake has a lot of algae 
bloom in the best fishing areas.  Hardly anyone fishing there and the conditions are terribleΗέ 
 

4) Water for fire suppression may be obtained elsewhere.        This is NOT true! 
 

                               
 
These pictures were taken in June 2008 when over 1500 fires in Shasta County were caused by one dry 
lightning storm. Trinity County fire to the west burned for nearly two months! Concurrently there were 
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massive fires in Modoc, Lassen, Siskiyou counties & southern California. Fire personnel came from many 
areas north & south to assist in fire suppression. All water sources were utilized as it was a drought year. 
Any water was extremely valuable. 
 
This weekend 461 fires were started by lightening in Shasta County. Today (8/16/10) there was a fire in 
Whitmore on a logging area, possibly caused by motor vehicles or logging equipment. This was only 1 
mile from the Whitmore store & very close to homes. During the last major fire in Whitmore in 2008 
the fire was only a couple of miles or a couple of minutes away from residences & the center of 
Whitmore. 
 
We also have a problem with illegal camp fires that may be part of the campsites of genuine hikers. 
 
In other instances there have been problems in the forest within 3-4 miles of the Whitmore Store caused 
by illegal camping by brazen illegal aliens who work for Mexican drug cartels. Camp fires and illegal 
hunting may cause major/minor fires.  
 
Even with insurance it is nerve wracking to leave ones homes & livestock even to go to Redding to shop.  
 
Once again the Whitmore Store is a source of information. The Community Center is the designated 
alternative accommodation & distribution center for emergency supplies. 
 

5) The decommissioning will not adversely affect the residents/businesses of Whitmore & 
environs! 
 

 
 
This is an image from Google Earth of the central area of Whitmore. Not ALL businesses are marked. The 
Whitmore Store is a few yards east of the Fire Department and Post Office. 




